POLITICAL
PRISONERS

ABDOLFATTAH
SOLTANI

Human rights lawyer

13 years in prison

National Security Charges

Iran’s judiciary, often in collusion with the Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps (IRGC), prosecutes activists, journalists, reformist
politicians, and dissidents under “unsubstantiated” national
security charges including “propaganda against the state" and
"assembly and collusion against national security."
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NARGES
MOHAMMADI

Human rights activist

16 years in prison

Prolonged solitary confinement and
interrogations without access to counsel
Harassment and arrests of family
members

ARASH
SADEGHI

Civil rights activist

15 years in prison

Denial of access to medical care
Restricted family visitations
Denial of case reviews when
prisoner is eligible for release

MARYAM
AKBARI-MONFARED

Denial of Medical Care to Political Prisoners

Political prisoners in Iran, including elderly inmates, are singled out for harsh
treatment, which often includes denial of medical care.

Prisoner of conscience

15 years in prison

Cases of Note
Labor activist Mohammad Jarrahi died from thyroid cancer in October 2017
after years of being denied treatment for his symptoms in Tabriz Prison.
Prominent reformist journalist Alireza Rajaee lost part of his face and an eye
in September 2017 due to sinus cancer that was left untreated in Evin Prison.

FREEDOM OF
EXPRESSION
In Iran, restrictions on freedom of
expression are wide-ranging and arbitrary.
Changes in domestic politics determine
the lines artists, activists and journalists
cannot cross without risking arrest. At all
times, there is little official tolerance for
political dissent.

Iran was
ranked 165th
out of 180
countries on
the 2017

World Press
Freedom Index of
Reporters without
Borders

ATENA
DAEMI

Children’s rights activist

7 years in prison
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LABOR
RIGHTS

Labor activism in Iran is seen as a national
security offense. Independent labor unions are
not allowed to function, strikers are often fired
and risk arrest, and labor leaders are consistently sentenced to long prison terms under
catchall national security charges.
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WOMEN’S RIGHTS
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Iran is a signatory to the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, which guarantees
freedom of association, and to the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, which guarantees the right of workers
to form or join trade unions and which protects
the right of workers to strike.
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Women can’t be supreme leader, president,
members of the Guardian Council, or judges
Women are not allowed in public without
concealing their hair and body
Married women can’t travel outside Iran
without their husband’s permission
Married women can’t file for divorce without
their husband’s permission
Married women can be fired from their job
by request of their husband
Women can’t pass on citizenship to
children; it is based on paternal nationality
After divorce, children are automatically
placed in the care of the father, boys after
the age of two and girls after the age of
seven
Women can’t make decisions for their
children without their husband’s permission
According to Iranian law, the testimony of a
man is often valued at twice the weight of
that of a woman
“Blood money” for female victims--financial
compensation provided in cases of murder
to the victim’s next of kin--is provided at half
the value of blood money for male victims

CAPITAL
PUNISHMENT

Iran maintains one of the highest per-capita execution rates in
the world, and continues to execute juveniles.

2017
January-June

239+
At least

people were executed,
mostly for low-level
drug-related charges.

An estimated 5,000 prisoners, mostly between the ages of 20 and
30, currently on death row for drug offenses will receive sentence
reviews under an amendment to the Drug Trafficking Law that was
passed in October 2017. The revised law restricts death penalty
sentences to high-level offences.

2016

567

people were executed.

At least

97

rape and vague
offenses

142

328

Executed
for murder

Drug-related
offenses

33%:
Public executions
8%: Women
2%: Juveniles
Source:
Amnesty International
and Iran Human Rights

Iran conducted 55% of all recorded
executions globally in 2016.
Source: Amnesty International

2015

977

DUAL
NATIONALS
At least 12 dual and foreign nationals are
currently imprisoned in Iran after prosecutions that lacked any semblance of due
process. In November 2017, Reuters
reported that at least 30 dual nationals had
been arrested by the IRGC since the signing
of the nuclear deal in July 2015.

Arrested by the
Intelligence Ministry

Xiyue Wang (US)
Kamran Ghaderi (Iran/Austria)
Ahmadreza Djalali (Iran/Swedish resident)
Iranian-born Swedish resident
and scientist Ahmadreza
Djalal is facing the death
penalty. He says he was
imprisoned for refusing to spy
for Iran’s Intelligence Ministry.
The ministry arrested him in
April 2016.

Arrested by the IRGC
Iran/US:

Siamak Namazi
Baquer Namazi
Karan Vafadari
Iran/Netherlands:

people were executed.

MINORITY RIGHTS

President Rouhani promised to uphold minority rights, including
the right to teach mother languages in local schools. However,
the state routinely denies ethnic minorities the right to maintain
their distinct cultures and traditions.

Iran's population is approximately 90-95% Shia Muslim. The state
views any alternative belief system, especially those seeking
converts, as a potential threat to the prevailing Shia order.
In 2016, at least 103 members of minority religious groups,
including Baha’is and Christian converts, were imprisoned for
their religious activities.

Sabri Hassanpour
Iran/UK:

Kamal Foroughi
Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe
Iranian-born British citizen
Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe
was sentenced to five
years in prison for unspecified national security
charges. She was arrested
in April 2016 by the IRGC’s
Intelligence Organization.
Permanent Resident:

Nizar Zakka (Lebanon/US resident),
Saeed Malekpour (Iran/Canadian resident)

POSITIVE TRENDS SINCE 2013
Iran had high voter turnout, 70 percent, in both its May 2017 presidential and local council elections
An amendment to Iran’s Law Against Drug Trafficking could save the lives of thousands on death row
for low-level drug crimes
As of August 2017, the Rouhani government had responded to 20 out of the 28 reports of human
rights abuses sent by UN Special Rapporteur Asma Jahangir. No UN special rapporteur has been
allowed to enter Iran since 2005.
The Rouhani government has repeatedly refused requests by conservatives politicians and clerics to
shut down the popular Telegram and WhatsApp applications ahead of elections
With 3G and 4G wireless internet made widely available by the Rouhani government, millions can now
easily access it and social media apps on their phones

CHILDREN’S
RIGHTS
2016

3-7 million
130 000

Children were working as laborers in Iran

Children were left out of the education system
due to the lack of identification papers.

Seventy percent of children without identification documents live in
the economically depressed province of Sistan and Baluchistan.

2015
2004
2014

40,404
32,587

419,488
484,885

Girls under the age of 15 registered their marriages
Boys under the age of 20 registered their marriages

Girls under the age of 15 registered their marriages
Boys under the age of 20 registered their marriages

The Center for Human Rights in Iran (CHRI) is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit
organization dedicated to the protection and promotion of human rights in Iran. CHRI
investigates and documents rights violations occurring throughout Iran, relying on first-hand
accounts to expose abuses that would
otherwise British
go unreported.
Iranian-born
citizen We bring these violations
to the attention of the international community
through news articles, briefings, in-depth
Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe
reports, podcasts, and videos, and work
to build support
was sentenced
to fivefor human rights inside Iran as
well. CHRI engages in intensive outreach
international
advocacy aimed at defending the
years and
in prison
for unspecifundamental rights and freedoms of fied
the Iranian
people
and holding the Iranian government
national
security
accountable to its human rights obligations.
charges. She was arrested
in April 2016 by the IRGC’s
For more information about these issues,
visit: www.iranhumanrights.org
Intelligence
Organization.

